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Deferiprim of on an ancient Cotte at Rouen; 11 Ne or- 
mandy, called Le Chateau du Vieux Palais, built by. 
Henry V. King of England. * Edmund Turnor, 
Jun. Es. F. A. S. Acad. Regs Rouen Soc. In a 
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AVIN G, in 2 e bie 1 made in ene in ** 
ſummer of 1783, had an opportunity af viewing the re- 
mains of the ancient caſtle at. Rouen, called Le Chateau du Vieux 

Palais; and of obtaining a drawing of it as ĩt no ſtands, together 


with a ground plan, I beg leave to preſent them to you, and at 


the ſame time take the liberty of adding a few-remarks by way 
« of illuſtration; ſubmitting to your judgement Whether thex 
deſerye the nn of the Moor Society, over er N g 
reſide. «1; 1: ztagea) * ig 4 

On the 18th 4 . 150 when the city of * 1 
a ſiege of ſeyen montlis, yielded to the victorious arms of 
Henry V., it was agreed, in the articles of capitulation, that the 
d {aid king ſhould be at liberty to .chooſe a place or piece of 
ground, either within or without the city and near the walls, to 


I build a palace, on condition that the ſaid king would recom- 


Spence according to his will and diſcretion any bürgels whoſe 
einen land 


2 AM. TURNOR on the ancient E at W 


land he might fix upon for the ſame [4]. The firſt ſtep taken 
towards carrying this plan into execution ſeems to have been 
the erecting ſtrong towers to guard the intended palace, and 
likewiſe to ſerve the purpoſe of a citadel to command the town. 
The ſituation choſen for this magnificent building was a piece 
of ground i in the ſouth. weſt corner within the city walls, and 
near to the tiber Seine. The drawing? is taken from the north- 
eaſt corner, and repreſents the north and eaſt ſides which face 
the city. I have been the more particular in endęavouring to 
deſcribe, the ſite of the Views Palais, as I learnt, with ſurpriſe 
and concern that this building ſo ornamental to Rouen will 
probably be raſed to the ground before many years are at an 
end. See pl. xix. 
Tux great tower, ſee plan [4] letter A, was begun in the year 
1419 [c], and being now part of the Lieutenant Governor's 
apartment, it has undergone ſo many alterations, that nothing 


ol its former ornaments remains except the cielings which art of 
Nane, and curiouſly wrought-with: eight projecting ribs in the. 


Gothic taſte to anſwer to the octagonal ſhape of the rooms, 
which are twenty - ſeven feet diameter and nineteen feet high; 
under theſe rooms, which are one above the other, is a vault or 
dungeon. The walls of this tower are ſixteen feet ſeven inches 
thick; in which is carried up a circular ſtaircaſe of ſeven feet 
diameter, lighted by windows three feet by two within; but di- | 
W ert towards the outſide of the wall. 


[4] 10 Item, a bc | accords que notre fit Seigneur Roy aura un Jew ou eſpace 
de terre qu'il choifira à fa volontẽ, ou dans la cite ou dehors, et pres des murail les, 


pour y conſtruire un palais, à condition toutefois que il ſc rencontre des hẽri- 


tages apartenant à quelque burgeois, le dit Seigneur Roy les recompenſera à ſa 
volontt et diſeretion.“ . Hi. de la Ville de Rauen, Ato. vol. I. P- 100, 

[65] PL xix. _ | 

Le] Stu Annals, AD. 1410. Furin, . 40 
Tais 


» 
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Tuns tower from its great ſtrength and ſolidity acquired the 
name of La Tour de Malſyfrotte probably from the French words 
ſe froter mal, ſignifying that it would be dangerous to meddle 
with it: from the firſt floor of this tower there ſeems always to 


have been a communication with the fortificatious of the city. 


As the towers at (e. d. e.) were uſed as magazines for gun- 
powder, I could not have acceſs to examine whether there was 
any ſingularity in the formation of the ancient; and Tſuppole, 
original entrance at-B, of which evident traces may be obſerved 
in the outer wall. The preſent entrance at H guarded by a 
draw-bridge, a port-cullis and two gates (one of which ouly 
now remains) was made in the year 1642, as the date cut in 
ſtone and the tradition of the place amply teſtify, | 
Tux walls of the towers at (f. g. and i.) are twelve feet thick, 

the rooms are about twenty-one feet wide, of irregular forms, 
and the cielings reſemble thoſe in the tower of Malſiſrotte, which 
makes me conjecture that their original deſtination might poſſi- 
bly have been for the officers of ſtate. The communication 
from one tower to another appears 1 to have been at the 
top of the walls between them. 

Tux tower at (k) was taken down in 1706, at which time 
the terrace at O. O. was made and planted with trees, which 
are now grown to be very ornamental. As theſe towers have 
been appropriated to vaiious uſes, windows have been made in 
them at different times, round the foſſe at N. N. I could diſ- 
cover no apertures coeval with the building, except one row of 
loop-holes immediately above the ſet off, in the larger towers 
three in number, in the leſſer only two. The area within the 
caſtle contains by eſtimation three acres. At L was the royal 
palace, of which there do ict remain the ſmalleſt traces; but 


that it did exiſt, in part at leaſt, appears evident from a deed of 
exchange 
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exchange of lands between Henry VI. and a convent of Beguines, 


dated February 4, 1443, wherein it is recited. that part of the 


royal palace beiug erected according to the article of capitula- 
tion made on that behalf, it was found neceſſary, in order to 
compleat the ſame, to demoliſh an hotel belonging to the ſaid 


nuns, in lieu of which they were to have two Basse in mother 


part of the city [d]..... .. 5 
IcAx Nor conclude: this paper. bent N my 


obligations | to the polite and civil attention of Mr. Deſcamps. 


of Rouen, author of the Lives of the Flemiſh Painters, for the 


encloſed drawing and plan which were taken under his direc- 
tion, aud for the permiſſion he obtained for me to ſee the in- 
ſide of ſome of the towers, a compliment not often paid to 


b n SEES 


* have the honor to . with he exemteſt 1 147 
TER! 20G your moſt obedient humble Gave: 
Merch: 26s TY tb 1s: rr e anger TURNOR, len. 


Wi 

J ons (tin Raps Tockns/of Hnglezris Sade" 
faiſons 3 tous preſens et a venir, comme par le traits et compoſition de la ville et 
cite de Ronen, rendue à feu notre tres cher ſieur et Pere le Roy, à qui Dieu par- 
donne, eut tte permis et accord entre autres choſes par les gens d'Egliſe, nobles, 
baurgevis et autres, qu'ĩcelui notre feu ſieur et pere aüroit et prendroit à ſon 


_ cleftios et volontẽ une place en ladite ville aupres des murs d'icelle, pour y con- 


tryire un palais royal, ainſi qu'il le verroit expedient &c. Et ſoit ainſi après que le 
dit palais a ẽtẽ en partie Edife au lieu on notre dit Seigneur et Pere lavoĩt ordonnẽ, 

joignant Photel oũ demeurent maintenant les Beguines, ait-&cE aviſt et conclus 
par pluſieurs de nos officiers que le dit h6tel des Beguines ẽtoĩt et pouvoit etre 


preiediciable à la garde et ſuretẽé de notre palais, et que pour ce il convenoit de 
molir le dit h6tel pour le fait de la fortification du palais deſſus dit: à ces cauſes 


enfin de recompenſer les dites Beguines, qui nous ont franchement delaifſe leur 
dit hotel, pourvu que nous vouluſſions leur bailler par achat et comme une choſe 
amortie un autre heritage conſiſtant en deux hötels proche Pun de Vautre: ſcis 
en la paroiſſe de St. Vigor bee. Donne à Rouen le 4 Fevrier Tan 144.3.” Farin, 
. I. p. 10. 


5 3 
P. S. Tus tower in which the maid of Orleans was confin- 
ed ſe] forms part of the fortifications of Rouen, and is ſituate at 
ſome diſtance N. E. of the Chateau du vieux palais. This tower 
is-mentioned in a paper accompanying a drawing of the fountain 
erected to the memory of the maid of Orleans, communicated 
by Mr. Turnor to the Society of Antiquaries, who have cauſed | 
it to be * for a larger publication. 


{e] See the plate, | 5 
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